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Dear Master of Science,
Why is the sky blue? I'm six years old.
-Curious

Dear Curious,

That’s a great question. It’s one of those first
questions that we ask at an early age. It
signifies the eternal and natural curiosity of
humans everywhere. For me, being so good
at science, | figured out the answer when |
was seven and I'’ve never looked back or up.
The sky is blue because most of the Earth is
covered in water. Most of you is composed of
water. All that water reflects off the
atmosphere and back into the back of your
eyeballs. Hence, the sky is blue because
water is blue. So, next time you look at the
sky, see if you can see any ships! Just
kidding, you can’t because they’re too small!

Dear Master of Science,
Why do girls go to bathrooms in groups and talk
so much?

-Annoyed

Dear Annoyed,
Ahh yes, the “females” of the species.
They’re quite the “specimen.” The answer,
my friend, lies with evolution. See, back when
people weren’t people, but animals, males and
females “evolved” differently. Women needed
to talk a lot because they were always hunting
for berries.

Proto Female 1:
berries?”

“Hey, have you seen any

Proto Female 2: “Nope. Let’s talk some
more about that.”
Proto Female 1: “Okay.”

And men were the opposite because they
had to be silent when stalking the Wooly
Mammoth or Brontosaurus. Mammoth'’s,
unlike berries, can hear you talk and then
they’ll shoot their spines at you. When
hunting, one must be silent and hold in your
feelings, hold and press them deep down...

Add a dash of survivalness of the
fittestness and you’ve got women heading to
the ladies’ room in herds and men playing
video games in silence, oblivious to all
external stimuli. And that is how nature
intended it to be.

Dear Science Master,
I’'m having trouble in Chemistry.
do, any suggestions?

It's really hard to
-Know No Mole

Dear Mole Man,

Your problem is that you’re not having FUN
with science! Rub your head on a balloon.
Mix baking soda with vinegar. Magnetize
something, anything! If you have fun with it,
then you’ll like it. Then you’ll learn more.
Trust me!

Dear Master Science,
Do you believe in Intelligent Design? I'm not sure
what to think. Help!

-Confused

Dear Confused,

Intelligent Design, hmm, never heard of it. |
imagine Intelligent Design has something to
do with Ergonomic Design, like maybe the
web 2.0 of Ergonomic Design. Maybe some of
my more geeky readers out there can dig
through some stuffy old books and confirm
this. Thanks geeky readers! Don’t go getting
social lives on me now!

Email science questions to
sciencemasterof@gmail.com Master of Science
might even answer them!
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Dear Master of Science,
Why is the sky blue? My little brother wants to

know.
-Knows the Answer Already

Dear Knows It All,
The sky is blue because for some reason blue

light is scattered from sunlight. It’s
scattered out and the sky is blue. Do you get
it? Scattered. Blue 1light is scattered.

That’s the answer.

Dear Master of Science,
There’s this cute girl in my science class.
do I meet her? I’m so nervous!

How
-Nervous

Dear Nervous,

You’re nervous because you’re a chump. My only
advice is whatever you do, don’t be yourself.
Look where doing that got you, Chumpsville. Be

somebody else, preferably someone with some
balls. Christ on a cyclotron. And please,
please don’t +try any science talk on her.

You’ll just be revealing yourself as the tool
and a half you are. Try some baloney like tarot
cards, aura reading, or sociology.

Dear Mr. Science,
What is gravity? I can’t help being attracted
to this question, ha.

-Gravitacious in Galveston

Dear Gravilicious in Galveston,
Firstly, how was that hurricane for you?
Anyway, in order to explain gravity I’11 employ
a metaphor. Gravity is like when you’re really
attracted to somebody and you just have to get
closer, and closer, until you touch them. It
happens when they wear that certain red dress,
or they say just the right thing, or they lock
you in a closet for five hours with your hands
tied behind your back and a tennis ball stuffed
in your mouth. It’s just an attraction that
happens, naturally. Now that’s physical
attraction, otherwise known as gravity!

For the English teachers wishing to turn
this example into a test question about
metaphor: The correct answer for the two things

being identified are physical attraction and the
physical attraction of love.

Dear Master,
How can I prevent frost/ice from adhering to my
car windshield during the night? If this is not
possible, do you know of the fastest way to get
rid of it? Thanks.

-Late Lately

Dear Late Due to Lattes,
Chemicals, and lots of them. Let me explain.
Something you should know about science is that

it rests on the Scientific Method. The
Scientific Method consists of experiments. So
what are you waiting for? Experiment! But how

do I know which experiments to conduct you ask?
Well, you don’t. Just start with the stuff you
have. You probably have lots of chemicals in
you garage right? Gasoline, o0il, fertilizer,
bug killer goo, cement mix, just use it all in
one big experiment to see which one works. Pour
whatever you got on the windshield at night and
sleep soundly, knowing the experiment is working
its magic!

I discovered pouring salt on my car works
really well for me melting ice. But that’s just
my experiment; it might be different for you. I
usually get one of those big bags of salt when I
get a new car due to wear and tear, once a year.
My dealer throws it in for free. He’s a great

guy.

Dear ‘Master of Science,’
Exactly what qualifications do you possess to
run this column?

-Skeptical

Dear Tommy Jameson of Clear River IA,
I have your address too, Tommy.

Email questions to: sciencemasteroffigmail.com
Master of Science might even answer them!
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Dear Master of Science,
Why is the sky blue and not clear like at night?
-Blue Dude

Dear Rude Dude,

The sky’s not really blue, it just looks blue.
The sky’s “blueness” quote, end quote is an
optical illusion created by the same process
as a rainbow. Bet you never see blue in a
rainbow do you? That’s because all light is
prismed out during storms except for blue
light. And so by Murphy’s second law of
opticodynamaniacs, color is conserved. It can
never be created nor destroyed, like Dan
Rather’s hairdo, or Angelina Jolie’s sensuous,
yet playful gaze. And so all that blue light is,
in actuality, escaped rainbow light from all the
storms on the planet. Hey, quit escaping blue
light, stop or we’ll shoot!

Dear Master of Science,
| found this pulley thing in the attic. My dad calls
it a block and tackle. We hooked it up in the
garage and | can lift him by the belt without any
effort at all. It's like I'm Superman or Batman!
How does it work?

-Block and Tackle

Dear Block Head,

Correction: You can lift your dad without
much effort, but not without any, that’s
impossible!

Firstly, notice that if there is one pulley
then your dad is hanging by two lengths of
rope. His weight is distributed equally
between each length. So, each length of rope
you add by adding another pulley makes the

°“
0a

3¥8
system stronger. That is, you can hang more
weight from the pulley system before it will
break. So, for each pulley you add you’re
increasing the strength of the ropes.
Obviously strong things can do the same
amount of work more easily than weak things.
A weightlifter can lift more weight than an ant.
Therefore, by logic, the pulley system is
stronger than just one rope and can lift your
dad with ease.

Have fun with those pulleys! However,
make sure you trust the person who is pulling
you up by the belt. They might pull you up
really high, tie the rope down somewhere and
walk away. It's like I'm magnetically attracted
to people who do that to me®

[A]

Hey Man. We were wondering, what’s gravity
man?

-High on Heavy Bud
Dear Hippie,

Gravity is like magnetism except its’ weaker
and it works on everything with mass. So if
you understand how magnetism “works” then
you understand gravity. Congratulations!
You got it! Now you’re properly equipped to
put down that bag of cheetos, turn off the
Floyd and get a job in the Science Industries!
Tell ‘em Master of Science sent ya’, it's a
golden ticket!

Email questions to sciencemasterof@gmail.com
Master of Science might even read them prior to
deletion!
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This week’s column is a reprint. Given Master of
Science is not deemed a flight risk he will be back next
week!

la

Dear Science of Mastery,
Are perpetual motion machines possible? | think |
have an idea for one, but my friend says they’re not
real. What'’s the deal?

-Perpetually Curious

Dear Petulantly Curious,

My neighbor Roger downstairs builds PMM’s and
sells them to E-bay. | was skeptical at first, but |
was hanging out with him and his iguana one time
and this contraption was running the whole time |
was there. It never stopped once!

He explained to me the concept of over-
unity which explains how it works. | couldn’t quite
follow the math and diagrams but after Roger
continually repeated the phrase “over-unity” over
and over, | began to see the potential, the
unlimited potential, of his machine. Seems like
the real deal to me. Too bad he said the plans
were stolen and he can’t remember the exact
specifications anymore. He’s only got a few left
and I’m taking out a loan to make a down payment.
Want me to tell you his e-mail so you can buy
one? No way! Not before | get my hands on one,
suckers!

Dear Science Master,
In class we're learned about the wave/particle duality
of light. This seems crazy! s it true?

-Dually Noting

Dear Dudely,

The vast majority of physicists agree that this is
the real deal. However, wave/particle duality of
light is one of the few topics on which | must
disagree with my colleges.

Physicists gotta pick one! They can’t have
it both ways. Clearly, the analogy between ocean
waves and basket balls that we use to explain
micro physics to elementary school children are
not analogies but metaphors. Clearly, our
everyday concepts of large scale phenomena have
everything to do with understanding light at the
microscopic level. Sure, the math leads to no

contradiction but what we must have is a truth that
fits into our folk physics of medium sized objects,
i.e. basketballs and surfers. So, pick one
physicsians! Is it a wave or is it a particle?
Basketball or surfer? Let’s pick one by having
Stephen Hawking call a wave packet before it
collapses into one of two discrete states and go
have a beer.

Hey Master Sci,
You seem to know a lot about a lot of stuff. So, |
thought I'd ask tell you about my problem. I'm a 22
year old female and I've got this guy friend. We've
fooled around in the past, but it's never become
serious. We’re just really close friends. So, he’s
dating this girl now. | think we all get along really
great. Well, we got really drunk one night, one thing
led to another and we had a threesome. | thought it
was super fun and | want to do it again. But now
they’re all acting strange around me and putting up
walls. What happened? | just want to have some fun!
-Ousted from the Futon

Dear Oust,

Firstly, | wonder if you don’t have deeper feelings
for this guy. Check your head; see if I'm right.
But let’s assume you don’t have any designs on
the guy (or the girl) and are just looking for the
perturbial “good time.” Formally request a
serious talk. Hold it on their turf to increase their
comfort level. At said meeting, start with some
light banter, light some incense and have
everyone do some drugs to get in the right
emotional place to talk. Clearly state your
intentions and offer some rules for future
encounters. Maybe the three of you can work out
an agreement that will respect everyone’s
boundaries. This may take multiple meetings.
Stick to the deal once struck.

This arrangement will probably fail but
you’ll get what you want in the process of
destroying your friend’s relationship. But
whatever. Oh, and be sure to use a condom or
whatever it is people use nowadays, because it
sounds like you all get around.

Science Square

There are 75 known Families in the
Order Hymenoptera. But who
knows really?

Email sci-questions to sciencemasterof@gmail.com
Master of Science might even contemplate answering
them!
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Dear Ask Master,

So, the sky is blue. Why is that anyway?

-horseluvr39642

Dear horseluvr35642,

Sometimes the best way to answer a question
is to step back from the problem, get up on
a chair and take another look at it from
outside the box. Once I got so far away
from the problem (and the box) I found
myself in the parking lot.

Let me ask you this. Why wouldn’t the
sky be blue? I mean you don’t walk around
all day wondering why the sky is blue, do
you? No federal agency, foundation or
company is funding research in this area.
All this should tell us that this is a non-
question, a question that cannot coherently
be asked. Such a question can only be
answered with a pregnant “because.” Chew on
that wisdom for a bit. Chew so you don’t
choke on all the Enlightenment.

Dear Science Man,
If you were trapped in a bath tub full of
beer, would you eventually get drunk even if
you didn’t drink any? Would it seep through
your skin? What about rum?

-Fermenting in the Firmament

Dear Filament,
It depends. Notice that people who smash
around in the wine with their feet in Europe
don’t die. But that is because there is no
salt added to the wine. So, if the beer is
salty and you dunk your head then be ware.
Your head is (watch out! science term ahead,
don’t fall asleep on me!) a “semipermable
membrain.” This means that your brain is
susceptible to shriveling, by having its
regular water seep out into the salt water.
Why does the seepage go? because there is a
lesser concentration, per drop, of water in
salt water, since some of it is salt. So
the regular water tends to be drawn out from
the crowded water of the brain, through the
semipermable membrain and into the less
crowed salt water, evening things out. Duh.
(Also, this is where we get the term “perm”
when the ladies and some men go to get their
hair frozen in a certain manner which relies
on these same scientific principles!)

So, when you go to the beach, be sure
to cover your head with a covering, so your

brain doesn’t shrink and explode. That
would definitely not be a day at the beach!
Or at least not a good one. Oh, and I hear
the you hear you shouldn’t drink a lot of
salt water either for some reason.

Dear Master of Science,
What makes things matter?
-Pointe-less

Dear Pointful,

You make things matter. When you look into
the heart of a flower, or the soul of a
delicious muffin, or the bigness of your
rich friend’s new hi-def TV, that gives
meaning to these things. Things don’t have
meaning all by themselves, but gain real

meaning by the healthy nurturing
relationships they forge with other
meaningless things. Two meaninglessnesses
makes one meaningful. Get it?

Let me explain in simple terms. A
rock sitting by itself has no meaning, but
if it bumps into another rock, any sparks

that take place, literal or emotional, make
the meaning happen between said rocks.
Rejoice in meaning. Meaning means
rejoicing. See? Don’t thank me for

enlightening you,
thanks enough.

your precious question is
You’ re welcome.

Hi,
How does my DNA make me, into me?

-Jimmy

Dear Jimmy,

Great question. First there’s this twisted
ladder thing and then it wunzips. As it
unzips tiny pieces of organic matter float
around and latch onto the unzipped
“dinonucleotides.” These pieces, called
proteins, then do different things based on
which part of the zipper they latched onto.
And these proteins, along with other things
that are happening, make you angry, or sad
or kill the family dog. They are to blame.
Taking your meds rezipps the zipper so those
bad proteins don’t make you do the terrible
things that tempt your parents to abandon

you. So, take your meds Jimmy and turn
your DNA nice.
Experiment Assignment: Walk around

like a robot and then look in the mirror.
Yep, that’s what you are Jimmy, a robot
controlled by DNA! Don’t fight against it,
you can’t win against DNA.

sciencemasterof@gmail.com Master of Science
will do some experimenting and get back to
you right away.
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Dear Master of Science,
I’m not sure that | understand all the economic
moves that the Treasury and the Fed have made

in the last few weeks. | mean, have they
adequately taken into account inflationary
pressures of flooding the banking system with all
that money? And don’t get me started on the
dangers to long term incentives for saving. But
they must know what they’re doing right? What
do you think?

-John Maynard Insane

Dear John,

| don’t think they’re flooding the system with
money, | mean there’s no way that the
government can just print money out of thin air. |
mean... wait a minute | just looked this up! They
can just print money! Holy cacophony! This
blows my mind. Why don’t they just print us all a
million dollars! The Fed could use a lesson in the
science of numbers!

But now that | think about it I’ll bet the cost
of making a dollar bill is like, a dollar, so it’s just
not worth it. So, that’s why we’re paying 700
billion dollars, it’s the cost of printing all that
money to give to the banks. Once again, science
explains all without evening leaving the couch.

Dear Master Scientician,
How come we don’t all have jet packs? Wasn’t
that supposed to happen already?

-Grounded Indefinitely

Dear Grounded Infinitely,

| once patented a jet pack design that was
propelled by sticks of dynamite. So, | guess it
would really be more of an explosion pack. Just
think, in only three explosions you could be at
work or the beach. It gets two hundred feet per
stick.

That patent was the best $30,000 grand |
ever spent. The government and oil companies
have silenced it for now, but the day will come
when my E-Pack (Explosion Pack™) will soar over
their stunned and besooted faces (besooted from
my E-Pack™),

If you’re interested in buying this patent,
send me an email to my regular question email.
Please add “Interested in E-Pack™” to the subject
line so it doesn’t filter immediately into the trash
folder.

Dear Master of Science,
Why is it that that the jerk who is always sucking
up to the boss gets the promotion. I’'m a good
worker, | work overtime, | do others’ work for
them. So why do | always get passed up? What is
the scientific reason for people’s behavior in this
department, Accounts Receivable?

-Bob

Bobert,
The sorts of people who use tactics of flattery and
servileness, always tend to settle at the top of the

career ladder. In science we call this
Brownoseian Motion. | suggest you adopt these
practices. When I fill a position in my lab | weed

out the smarties, independent thinkers and
workhorses for the flatterers, jokesters and flim-
flamers. They make me laugh, and feel good
about myself. | mean, my lab scientists don’t
need to be rocket scientists or anything y’know?
| tell them to pull the lever and they pull the lever
and tell a joke or ask me if I’ve been working out
(and | have). That’s what | want and that’s how
the science world works. Get with it.

Correction to Trapped in Tulsa,
| meant cut the green wire. My bad.

Email your science questions to
sciencemasterofi@gmail.com Master of Science
might even answer them!
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My Query is....
How do Uggs keep a girl's feet warm? Thanks.
-Girlyman

Dear Girly Mom,

As a concerned mom you’re right to want to know
how Uggs keep the little’'uns’ extremities toasty.
Answer: Uggs emit the warmth of conformity. The
effect is analogous to wuranium or plutonium
radiating invisible death. The Russians are actually
looking into powering their nuclear subs more
efficiently with Uggs: Operation Sub-Ugg. Trouble
is, these subs only work if every other sub is doing
it too.

Dear He-who-is-to-Scientists-what-Yoda-is-to-Jedis,

What's happening to all of the icebergs, and will they

ever come back? Thank you for any help you can offer.
-Polar Bear

Dear Polar Bear,

First off, | hate to use this forum to voice my
political views, but there should be a world wide
organization, called The Nations Standing United,
that prevents countries like Japan and Russia from

poaching icebergs: the main cause of their
reduction in numbers. A wildberg reserve might
also help.

As for the prospects for the majestic
iceberg’s return; things proceed in cycles. They
ebb and flow. Waves within waves. The sun, the
moon and then the sun again. And everything
returns to the sea in the end, like icebergs. So, they
should be back, unless icebergs aren’t like that.
Until we know what will happen we’ll just have to
wait and see if those behemoth, photogenic and
sympathetic ice cubes will return, along with their
parasitic polar bears.

Dear Master of Science,
Someone once told me that science tells us the Soul is
actually the brain, rather than a separate thing that is
eternal and non-physical. Is this true?

-Beatty

Dear Beatty,

Once | hit my head with a hammer because | was
experimenting with a new super bouncy material
(the next generation of super balls will be on the
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market in five to ten years folks). | was like “Oww,
mutha flubba!” And | thought, after | punched the
wall a few times, that there is no way that my soul
can possibly be separate from my body. That just
hurt too much! | mean how can just a collection of
neurons and goo make all that pain that feels super
real? But... what if we’re just like computers, and

we’re a program that instantiates pain? | mean
WALL-E could certainly feel stuff. And uh,

dendrites and quantum mechanics would be weird
if that was the soul. Time travel. So anyway... what
letter is next?

Dear Master on Science!
Which is bigger, the Universe or your butt? My friend
bet me three dollars | wouldn’t do this.

-Anonanamouse

Dear Anonajerk,

Wiseman sayeth: never insult someone with a
nationally syndicated column. They always have
the last word. Your butt is biggest.

PIMP MY COLUMN: INSERT YOUR OWN SCIENCE
CONTENT HERE TO EXPRESS YOUR INDIVIDUAL
PERSONALITY! THEN POST ON FRIDGE. SELF-

EXPRESSION COMPLETE.

Science question? Chat up MoS at:
sciencemasterof@gmail.com MoS might even skim
them prior to forwarding to unpaid interns!
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Dear Master of Science,
For Physics we made two snowmen and for a science
experiment put a coat on one of them. We recorded
how long it took the coated guy to melt. But he never
did! What did we do wrong?

-Physics 101, Team 5

Dear Team 5,
Hmm, I'm not sure where you went wrong. I'd
have to know more about your data collection
methods and experimental parameters. Was the
coat unzipped? That may have let out all the heat.
Most likely though, someone in your team
falsified the data. | think you can go a head and
mark that the snowman melted in about half an
hour. That’s what would have happened if one or
more members of your team hadn’t sabotaged the
experiment. Let the finger pointing begin.

Hey Master of Guidance,
I've been studying Dr. Hartfjord’s experiments and
theories on the quantum behavior of silicon atoms in
strong electromagnetic fields. What do you think of
his theories?

-Quantum Bleep

Dear Ziggy,

You know, I’ve been working on science for a long
time. Longer than you can even begin to
comprehend. I've seen all the pros and the cons,
the grant gimps, the Nobel junkies, the fellowship
whores. I've seen theories arrive like a hometown
champion parade only to disappear like last
night’s drunken hookup. [I've been around, you
know?

During this crucible of a career, I've
developed a short cut to the truth. Sure, you can
go to the library, look at journal articles, talk to the
experts, corroborate results by experimentation.
You could do that, if you had a lot of time and
money. But who has that time and money
nowadays, am | right? You don’t need all that, all
you need is to take stock of the person, size ‘em
up, and make a call. | met Dr. Hartfjord once at a
conference. | asked him a series of rapid fire
science questions, and he was quite short with
me. Well, that’s all | need to dismiss his theories
and any future ones he may develop. At the end

of the day, the gut is usually a better scientist than
the practice of science. Weird, but true.

Dear Master of Science,
Why is the sky blue?
bouncing off the air?

Is it because of the rays
-Timmy

Dear Timmy,

Before there was only an endless sea of clouds in
the nothingness and the Two Great Lightnings
danced and played amongst them. They imagined
worlds and told each other stories of them as they
danced and played.

One became sad and looked longingly
through the clouds and into the nothingness. And
when it left the Lightening fashioned a
kaleidoscope that could see into the nothingness
as a gift to the other. The Kaleidoscope was made
from all the things the two had said to one another
over eternity.

As the Great Lighting watches for its
companion, it throws light through the
Kaleidoscope. This light becomes the world. The
lights shine and turn into the sun, the stars, the
earth, its creatures. We are the play of light
shining out from the kaleidoscope.

At the bottom of the kaleidoscope was a
stone raindrop. And as the kaleidoscope turns the
stone raindrop light prisms the blue of the sky.
That is why the sky is blue.

And the Great Lighting continually looks for
an image of its companion, but never sees it. If
the lighting ever sees its companion coming out of
the nothingness, what will happen no one can say.

RESEARCH STUDY ANNOUCEMENT:

Science needs your fives, tens, and twenties for
the science of debt relief! Your research subjects
will be ruthlessly cataloged and documented.
After some period of time you will be resent an
identical bill free of charge. You will have the
warm knowledge that you have helped combat the
scourge of debt. At the end of the above
referenced short period of time, | will produce a
paper detailing the results of the experiments for
publication in the editorial section of the Oak
Hollow Gazette.

Email your science questions (and cash!) to
sciencemasterof@gmail.com Master of Science might
even answer them!
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Dear Doc,
How do you win at roulette? | always lose! And don't
answer with any math or fractions.

-Playa

Dear Hatah,

Well, as it happens, you don’t need any math skills
to win at blackjack. All you need to do is look at
the die landed previously and on the basis of what
just happened, bet accordingly. For example, if
the ball landed on black twice, it is more unlikely
that the ball will land on black again. Not ‘for sure’
mind you, but less likely. And if it lands on black
four times in a row, there is no way the next roll
will land on black. What are the chances of that?
So, bet accordingly, and watch the money roll in!

Dear Master of Science,
I'm starting my business and | have a business
luncheon next week with some potential investors. It’s
at the fanciest restaurant in town. How do I act? I'm a
screw up loser trying for a second chance at learning
how to fish for one’s self! Help!

-Getting it Done

Dear Got Her Did,
Business people like someone who asks for what
they want. Suggest a strip club, you’ll look like
you’re a high roller who knows the ropes. If they
laugh you off act like you were joking too. Then,
throughout the rest of the evening keep
mentioning it in passing, they’ll come around.
Order something and find something wrong
when it arrives, even if you have to make it up.
Scream at and berate the waitron. This’ll make
you look like you can handle any situation and get
the job done no matter the cost to human dignity
and respect. After each course lick your dishes
and offer to reuse them for the next course, this
signals your commitment to frugality and
efficiency. At the end of the night, demand they
write you a check right then and there or else
there’s no deal. And follow-through, unless it
looks like they won’t bite, then grovel. And most
importantly, little fork for the salad, big fork for the
main course.

Dear Master of Science,
As a result of a series of unfortunate events that
recently took place, I've been told | need to learn how
to lie (in case of emergency) because | suck - at it and
lying would have benefited me more than honesty in
several instances (debatable, to say the least). My
peeps claim there is a very exact science to lying and
it involves a sophisticated set of skills and talents,
mostly related to one's ability to think on the spot.
This is not my forte. Can you help? Thanks!
-Tragified in Texas

Dear Tragified,

Did you know that peacocks will sometimes stare
at their reflection in pools of water for so long they
die of thirst? Okay, that’s a lie. Could you tell?
Probably not. In fact I'll bet you still think its true.

The ‘science’ of lying started with the
Ancient Greeks. As a rite of passage, the older
men would conspire to convince a boy on the
cusp of manhood that he was insane. This often
led to hilarity and/or death.

Nowadays we know the ‘science’ to
successful deception involves practice. As Henry
Ford said in response to Thomas Edison, 98%
perspiration and 2% inspiration makes for a smelly
contraption. Anyway. Make a habit of lying. Lie
to at least one person you care about each day.
Eventually it will come naturally and you’ll be lying
about things you don’t even feel the urge to lie
about now. Think of all the fun destructive habits
you can hide for awhile!

Tips and Tricks for Deceivery:

-As you lie, shift your eyes rapidly back and forth,
this indicates casualness.

-During the conversation say “Hey what’s that
over here, and that thing over there?” and point to
draw attention away from the lie.

-To calm yourself, repeat: “God’s not watching,
God can’t see, God doesn’t mind.”

-If your nose starts growing while lying, which it
might, do not panic. There will be enough time to
do that later.

-Put the person your lying to at ease by starting
with, “I’'m not lying to you...” Instant report!

Email your science questions and chili recipes to
sciencemasterof@gmail.com Master of Science might
even answer or cook them!
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Dear Master of Science,
Is it okay for mommy and daddy to lie to the police? There
are lots of strangers always...[edited for space. MoS]

-Sad Face

Dear Saddy,

Let me tell you a story about evolution that goes just
like so. This might not have actually have happened, it
probably did, but it will more illustrate how deception
evolved and why its okay.

So, to begin with, there were these organisms
that competed and cooperated for food and having
babies. They all wanted super bad to pass on their
genes to as much of the next generation as possible.
So, first they evolved communication, using ons and
offs to tell each other what was up with the food and
babies. Communication became the cool thing to do,
because populations that did it, did well. Then some
crazy adaptator decided that he/she/pseudo-sex would
tell a lie, in order to get more food/babies/not-dying-
from-predators. This sitch worked great until everyone
started doing it then the helpfulness wore off and it
became generally unfashionable amongst populations
of replicators. Cause if everyone deceives,
communication becomes useless. But if you hang out
with honest organisms, you should take advantage of
them by lying, for the food/babies/money.

See, evolution had organisms evolve, and by
evolve | mean kill each other until the strongest with the
most teeth and claws won. This one organism then had
the leisure time to have all sorts of adaptations and
mutations that created the next species. So, because
organisms lied in the past to survive, it is morally okay
to lie now! Got it?

Once again evolution and science gives us the
answers, without even leaving the space ship called
The Armchair! We lie all the time, and that’s just fine.
In fact, everything | just wrote including this sentence,
is a lie. And this one too.

Dear Love Master,
Why do I keep dating guys who are jerks to me?
-Lovelorn in London

Dear Lovely Limey,

Simple: cognitive dissidents.
harboring rebels railing against the tyrannical
command and control center. Your heart desires one
sort of guy, yet you date the opposite. You are of two
minds, like a civil war. Those little cognitive dissedents
are protesting your actions by blogging and doing
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installation art (for the installations you’ll need to read
the plaque or pamphlet in order to get it).

Solution: Let these cog-dissers out of jail and
integrate them into the power structure: give them
cabinet posts and blue ribbon committees. This will
soften their stance as they win minor concessions and
experience the trappings of a comfortable bourgeoisie
lifestyle. Then watch democracy in your dating flower.

Dear Master of Science,
I'm trying to realize my dream of becoming a comedian. Is
there a Science of Funny? And if so, what are its truths?
It's like I'm looking for a rubber chicken in a haystack,
except its harder. Help!

-Wannbe Stand-Up

Dear Wasabi Stand-up,

Let’s investigate. What things are funny? What do they
have in common? If we are able to answer these
questions, we’ll be able to hone-in on the intrinsic
nature of funnicity. Hopefully we won’t die of
something like arsenic or radiation poisoning like so
many other scientists who didn’t take proper safety
precautions when discovering arsenic and radiation.
Goggles snug? Check. Okay, let’s get our experiment
on!

Farts. Boogers. Belches. Sex! All funny, right?
Using Bayesian reasoning we can extrapolate that all
bodily processes are funny. Check medical school
bookstores, there’s comedic gold in those textbooks
chalk full of bodily processes. The Krebs Cycle? Ha. |
never thought of that as funny before. It’'s counter
intuitive | know, but it must be so, the logic is
inescapable.

There seems to be another category of funny:
Making fun of psychological problems, people missing
appendages, old people, etc. More generally, comedy
includes any group that, for evolutionary purposes,
may need culling from the herd to keep it strong.

| tried to think of some other categories of
funny, but | couldn’t after thinking super hard for a few
minutes. Therefore, the investigation is complete.

So, the essence of funny is bi-lateral: things our
body does and other people’s flaws, evolutionary no-
no’s, (the no-no’s of other people of course).
Remember, knowledge is power, so use your new
comedy powers only for good or for cash.

E-mail science conundrums to sciencemasterof@gmail.com
Master of Science might even read them prior to heavy
editing!
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